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PROGRAM OVERVIEW 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In pursuit of acting upon the Hadith “The best of you are those who learn the Qur’an and teach 
it to others”, the ilm program endeavors to take students through a comprehensive study of 
Islamic sciences to develop future leaders and scholars to guide their respective communities.  

OBJECTIVES 
1. High level of knowledge and competence in all key Islamic sciences, as summarised below. 
2. Practice in accordance with knowledge, and implementation of Prophetic teachings in all 

aspects of life. 
3. Exemplary behaviour and manners in all settings in and out of school 
4. Competence in imparting knowledge 

 

KEY SUBJECTS 
• Classical Arabic: Syntax (naḥw), grammar, morphology, inflection (ṣarf), literature (adab), 

phraseology (inshāʾ), eloquence (balāgha) 
• ʿAqīda (Creed, belief system) 
• Hadith: (all major compilations) 
• Hadith Sciences Uṣūl al-ḥadīth 
• Tafsīr: (Translation and Tafsīr of the whole Qurʾān) 
• Principles of Tafsīr (Uṣūl al-tafsīr) 
• Fiqh 
• Principles of Fiqh (Uṣūl al-fiqh) 

 
 
 
  



 

TEACHING AND LEARNING METHODOLOGY 
 
Adab (Respectful Behaviour) 
All teaching and learning in the program is framed within the Islamic tradition of ‘Adab with ʿilm’. This 
tradition is rooted in the mannerisms and etiquette observed by the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص when receiving 
knowledge from Allah through Jibrīl (AS), the conduct of the Companions (Allah be pleased with them) 
with the Prophet ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص, and the high degree of respect maintained by salaf ṣāliḥīn (pious predecessors) in 
relation to teachers, books, and all things associated with ʿilm. 

 
Thus, we teach our students the requisites of adab through formal and informal discourse and integrate 
it into all aspects of the learning experience. As students become familiar with these norms, it is our 
expectation that they will uphold a high standard of ‘adab’.  
 
Building Capacity (Istiʿdād) 
 
Great quantities of academic content are covered in this program, but the crucial component is to equip 
each student with the tools required to research, process, and retain knowledge. This may also be 
expressed as ‘building capacity (istiʿdād) for knowledge.’ When a student acquires these tools and 
develops a certain level of capacity and proficiency in them, their knowledge is no longer limited to ‘what 
they have read.’ Rather, they can access vast resources of knowledge across thousands of books and 
works and continue researching and expanding their knowledge throughout their lives. Without these 
skills, one is left only with what they have studied, which is subject to how much they understood and 
retained. 

 



 

 
 

COURSE STRUCTURE 
 
Time Commitment: 
7 years with mainstream schooling. 

• During School Hours: 
o In place of Islamic Studies, Arabic and Qurʾān. 
o In place of some electives, clubs 

 
• Out of school hours: 

o Morning session 7:15am-8:15am Monday to Friday 
o Friday afternoon session 2pm-5pm. 
o Saturday morning session 7:30am-1:30pm 
o Holiday classes 7:30am-10:30am for part of each Term and Summer holiday 
o Daily Homework, memorising and group study (average 1 hour) 

 
Attendance 

• Attendance is taken for all classes, in and out of regular school hours. 
• Students are expected to be on time in every class 
• The attendance requirement is 90%. Students who are unable to maintain this percentage of 

attendance are subject to review of enrolment and possible exit from the program. 
 
New Lessons 

• Aside from the daily morning Inshāʾ/Ḥiwār class, all new lessons will be taught 
during the Friday/Saturday classes. 

• Students are randomly selected to read the text and explain its meaning. 

• Each student must be prepared to present the text, translation and meaning fluently in class 

• The teacher will then correct any inaccuracies and give the necessary explanation. 
 
Lesson Preparation 
Students will prepare the lesson for each class during the week and ensure that all the requirements 
for each subject are fulfilled prior to attending those classes. For all books with Arabic text, the common 
preparatory steps are: 
1. Go through the text and look up any words that are new or unfamiliar. 

Students must know the basic information about any word in any text: 
a) Classification: Ism, Fi'l, Harf 
b) Root letters, bāb 
c) Meaning 
d) Position in the sentence 

 
2. Read the text out loud 5 times. 

a. During this time, ensure correct i'rab, pronunciation of letters and words, and fluency 

3. Prepare and practice the translation of the text, aiming for accuracy and correct context. 
a. Practice enough that you can translate in class fluidly, without pausing to reflect and 

remember the words. 

4. Do any further research required for that book 
 
 



 

Post-Class Work 
• After the lessons have been taught, students will complete any writing or memorising work for those 

lessons during the school week. 
• They will use the evening classes to do 'takrār' and take turns explaining the lessons and clearing 

up any confusions or questions about the lessons. They may bring any unresolved questions to 
their teacher in the school periods during the week. 
 

A weekly cycle will thus be formed: Lesson Prep → Lesson → Post Work, (Takrār)  
 

Staying Updated 
Students should endeavor to note down the work for each book during lessons. Updates for each week 
will also be posted in Google Classroom. Students are responsible for knowing what work is due and its 
timeline. If they are absent or unable to access the updates, they must contact the teachers or their 
fellow students to find out what they missed. Absence from a class will not be considered an excuse 
for not knowing what is due in the coming week. 

 
Assistance And Follow Up 
All classes during the week are supervised, and the supervising teacher is there to aid and support. 
The teacher will also oversee the work students are doing and ensure they are following the cycle and 
timeline for each subject 
 
Grades/ Exams 
A detailed and organized study plan has been designed for the students to ensure that they are making 
a consistent effort every week in all areas of study. In fact, it is only through consistency in the study 
cycle that they will be able to achieve the required academic outcomes. It follows that this work should 
represent most of their final mark in each subject. 

 
The general breakdown of marks is as follows: 
Day to day work and small assessments(coursework) 
Exams and assessments. 

 

There will be two major annual exams, one at the end of each semester. Smaller tests will take place 
at regular intervals throughout the year. 

 
The final mark will be calculated by tabulating the coursework plus exam and test outcomes. The 
students will be awarded for their punctuality, effort and academic achievement. 

  



 

 
 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS 
 
Admission Criteria 

Boys and Girls in Year 7-9 who meet admission standards in: 
a) Academics (A and B grades), 
b) Qurʾān (memorization of Juzʾ 30 with good tajwīd and fluent recitation), 
c) Arabic (high achievement in previous Arabic level) 
d) Behaviour (previous records will be assessed) 
 
Years of study required for ilm program after completion of high school based on year of 
admission: 

• Entry in Year 7 will require 1 extra year 
• Entry in Year 8 will require 2 extra years 
• Entry in Year 9 will require 3 extra years 

 

Uniform 
Students of the Ilm program must adhere to the following dress code when attending school: 

 
o Girls: School abayas, scarves 
o Boys, School qamees with sunna cap, or white jubba with sunna cap. 

§ This uniform is applicable at all times during school. 
§ On PE days, girls may wear their abayas over their PE uniforms. Boys will need 

to wear their qamees and sunna cap in class, though they may wear the PE track 
pants to class on those days. They may change into their PE shirts for that 
specific period. 

§ For after-hours classes, girls may wear other abayas and scarves. 
 
All other aspects of Al Siraat College dress and appearance codes will apply to these students. 
 
Students are expected to keep a neat, well-groomed appearance and wear clean uniform at all 
times. 
 
 
 
Fees 
This program will incur an additional cost aside from the school fees. 


